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SR EZ TR LIS R B, R, (IEEEN (technology) 2 Bl
EECRy— LA R ARG, W TR B BN, SRIAEE
T TH 2 HEERGR SR E R, T BNkt B A fh R YA

B, ANKZEMREARERS A, AR, BBl s MIRRRIR 2 BIBZ G,
DRI Ry 3 388 e R A [RIHERS . RN REERE Stolow (2013: 2) FTE : [HEH
WRaE T, R —FaEE AP EASGE, MR, BRAENFEY
Fum, 1 i) AHREPIEHT @Y. BRI ERISE SR, RIE AR S B R
FIRE &GP SR TEIRF 8 IR T BA5k, | EE L, RSt
FHITFR AR E AR R T B BTN, R R 2 HE A A Man
TR RIS E R BB S VR B, B4, HEHERA (Rambelli
2016) FIHE] (Kieschnick 2003) , ENEE#, EHPEELS wH(HHE (Knut and
Myrvold 2018) , DAREEHAEEIN (Mumford 1934; Stolow 2013) HYEES,
B AT R B SR B R R, Stolow (2013: 5) FEREMuER T SR BN AIMKHE
fREsts, flfE

Bl — R R LI, GHADR, Hat, T AR el
TR, BAEABMA X Fo B B R o3 AME /) 09 IE R L0, HoRZ 3
A (mediations) , RS, LR ITHRLEF L, B
g M AR AN I (R— RGN RAN) 28K
B AR R B A,

StolowfESLFA K THES ) BUDAENE, &2 MR AR BT B = B Fei Itk
SHEZR, HA ST RS, B BUHBRRE N BT S - BRETREEE AN
I R B SR B E J1 T H  (Grieve and Veidlinger 2017) , LUK HERSANAIE
RBEBREE 550 (Travagnin 2020) , HMl128 658 A A EHE
fxeeffidd (Meyer 2012) , EAEERIGH (Stolow 2013) — IS B AHE
ERy S G E EREE AR, [LOh, BARSMEIRET [ EBSUAR RS
HISEE. TRE. 23, SCARHIES: (Meyer 2012: 7) o
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AR TERG i B —— S B R R DA BB, RFE =8
Y mEdirEe— 2 E A E ZE e S B A B E R EK R, 7
FZHEWBERABTE ZERYERMIERRER ML, BEE B L, 1Em
ISEaE T EIEY/ = Mot WYASDLC S A G NI L2 S N s S R 7/ =T S IE
(material turn) BUEEAISZRF, BXEREAMERS O CAEEAR (B R ERG SR B EY)
BEER [Hmm] B MYE ] ST ERr PR A L] (Meyer et al.
2010: 209) . LUREBWIESUEISEE MR David Chidester (2014, 2018) {HJJ5#
TR EYE AR AR BR, HFFER R 1B M LR B R R A AR
PYYEEEEE, TR R A B B T RS R H R BURE, Birgit
Meyer (2005, 2008, 2012) B FEES AR e MRS T8RRI 5, Bl
TR Z BT UABG R B R, i BB T TEaE g, B, X
A, BEEFREE, BRI E TEDR, S ME SR AL
[ ERMALAY R RS S ) AT, SRt TR Ry R B e Bt il
PENINEEE TR

ASCRTET AR [ AR |, SRR R IR TIRE,
{EBEAFTRGRFNI A TS, RS R #lmi 7 n] DUz AR R R E R £l
RS E i Brox (2022) Ry [RUHERNT]  (efficacious technology) , KIEyEHE
PP B DU AE A DT, WlieAlirE, A, BAM Bk s EE T
FRE TIPS, WinsAAEREF R B R A RS R R H rh — A,  BI#E
ZH,

[KIEk, 38fEBrox (A L5[) AUBIEL, B TRHEE Ml AR REny 4 2 |
SMEMGEE, Ry —Fr AR R B R EIR A E I E R, SRR AR
GEWRIES, FEAEWEMEMAR, WHE T RV ENEE, AR,
R, B, THERGCE. fiF. KLEERZEE, M E SRS E R R
W, R EARS R R B ARG, AR E Rl R LA SRS, DI TH
AT ER A SN B R RURREE, AR, TAMMERIRE. INfERECNLE M ER =

1 EFEREIZ T . P EEEERGE, Kirsten Skov Vang &R EFBEIITERFY, Trine Brox A ELElE
FRRERL,
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GREATFTAD —F0, ESmebdihrE SRR EE G EE, EEWREDT
FEERESHEAN R EEEHEREE —SERTRYGCSk IR SR, s HL e s 2,
SR BRI e T I R A I e e R R,

ASCERGE 1 i RIS, TCHE H IR, R BRI A
PMEE iR, WAEKRRIEREMRYINIIRER, EESEARES A
A, BAMEER, LA RIBUEIER 1 HA R AN {r RIS g Y e i B R,
WKL EAE, TEimiett 7 — @I, MVISRes Bk TIE, &
A HBEZHIRURE, [RIRFASORHER, SR EEPR A A5 5E, 5
PESHEAT A (e fEFETE A EIRTAE AP IR BT,

L ESEBLA R RS

B A AR f B i Py 2 s B it R B 2, (HL R 5 R 3 LR B v 2
BEFRT BE TRERE RSP RH (Martin 1987: 16) , {HEAR
RS AL P —— BRI LA ] SR e as i B R Bl ——9e 3 IR
HRBEREIEE, BAUAAEIK, *HHBIRE S AR, FIamEr
e\ AEELE, ERMAEEESENATS, ZEFEEU BT T, NEEE
P FANEL B SCATEAR  (Eubanks 2010; Goodrich 1942) , SFHy/\ &%
TERR,  HEBDRE T v o S {18 e 35 A et e i, RSOk B 8 A B RE (A B
RheEENRAECHE, HARSEEAN, e P e e fE TR
B, T8 AMEER R R s 10 THARC R EL T i 228 Fee B il B BB A K AR EII S Ry W RE

2 Goodrich (1942) H1Winder (ND) AHEHEHRHEAE I, Wisth i E ORISR % HLadner
(2000) F1Schopen (2005) ,
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(Goodrich 1942: 137) ., #Rifi, [E40Martin (1987) F1Schopen (2005) FifElE
HUHRER, SN AREREIAIEILZ ATEMTE A A e, —seBEehy, ELEE AR
BT B E SR B R BB YRS, RN BAE EN R 3Ry
AHNERE ISR (Eubanks 2010; Goodrich 1942) , It4h, fefEEEEEAYE AR =
TErRE], HANIRREIEHEL, H R i EeR S r e E T e 2

Ea D &R T eSS ERHRY, Brox (2018) HEIEMFEHTE
K, TAAERtEAN R feRE, 55 —FREIRGEE R, BUSMEER R Tk
#, Winder (1992: 52) f2#t 17— PUIC836 I TRaaEE, % st 7
B R A ER N r T A e E 2, ESRETEIRE, WS s, DL
I EZRA IR B RS, Kb, [EEENE HEEE, *S— e
oKy, TEEEZLRMBUBITH 80, A P R IR SOR B D)
&, Schopen (2005: 348) #ky, FHEMICEETA ZHIERIHEHM, fEFEZ 2
B, FREAEAEDIE (RS - punya ; JlC « s ; BUF" : bsod nams/)
VBT, MR IS T R AR, A SHEE RSt — 1 1TACAIE]
SR B — MR E, B2 M (REBERRE)  (Astasahasrika-
prajiidparamita) FYEZE, 4 AMEISH TREKREFR (Vipulasrimitra) EjfhifiE
Y, #0000 - M AREIISE] 22 DfERElE, Schopen ([A] 15[) 32
Ry, (W Ba@mas) BN BMAGn FHRERE RS, gk, MLk
AFrA, BN R DGR R B =R B B E /E, $81t, Schopen
(A E5D) HEErE nf e 2\ TR E T S =, Bl—iERr PR B EE 3
B, BTEfr11fitic, S iEEhE R — I v AR B SO E AR S, Al
Wiy —RHLI{E, Kk, Schopen ([F] E5[) fEHIEZEZRELEHIHEIAMER Ky
TR, T B T — I RS T D P A T,
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frfE . — MRS RO EULEE, 53— AL A s b st R i o FH O =

3 HFE FRSESFAEMSE T, AR WinderTERAVERN T,
4 EFIEET (Wylie transliteration) &R SCEETAM, HREHEE - A (Turrell V. Wylie) 7
1959 MR TR, R F26EEANRL TR, MRS M B S 1557,
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FESE S Mumford (1934) &, BEEEAFHEEERERLFER, H
B Al 2 B TR B IR IR E e —, B B i (2
BRI AY SN ZH, PR E 2 Ry — T e i B SO (sacred text)
HUET (Brox 2022a) . ‘B MRS JIHELEDN, REFTE A eiEhEE 3L
ARLVEADIE, wiimbarE (F L5 o Kk, FHEMmEN—%, e
RERHRYMEE I E TR (Agar 2020: 381)

fEMumford (1934) HYEiTER EEH, EHSREER—ERE - PRI E
AT, A TRIM AR T SRR, B R U R Bl N E
B, HRZEIRZ AR, FHTREER E R M R AR Bk Ly i
SO, MHETERESE FAwil, ¥IMUNE, BRI it
WALEEBILAY T H, flan, BB White (1960) TRy [BEMEAVER |
HoAt AR Eoii by — TR SCHRES B B SORRVSEE, 8 B i
JEEER NRIRREE, MIEEEIEEYIN, M S B T R 2R,
1EANStolow (2013: 2) fERESHE H Nafim s BB ERIRS SIFFEHL, AMMHE—
T DEREIRERYESTL ) o Stolow ([FEA|: 11-12) $HEREML RV RETHURKEHE
B, el . TTEHFEHEES, [Hdl] (technical) —FfRHYEREF. ML,
e [EENE] AEEhEE, BORENEEEr MER] , eEfMAERELIE
(BRMABRHET T [F78] ) 1 . FHEIE—BS, sEriNEEE g Ry fo
S AR ARt 2, SEEfEEsUb R AR, °

5 BEAGERE TR Bla%lT, RLandor (1905: 144) , BHM TEHEE) MRi&AYETES, F.Eubanks
(2010) FIBrox (2018) .

6 BN ATRMHMERS R ATEE, #528dSchopen (2005) . Martin (1987) . Winder (1992)
FWright (1904) . BE4N, BE —ARHEFERE Y ILorne Ladner G IEEE, Nl T HEERR
SUWERIHFEHEUEIT /I, Lorne LadnerZ 2k —EHEMUERFIEYEREERE (Ladner 2000) . HARIER
TR TEIETam, 52MBrox (2018,2022a) #1’Jam dbyangs skyabs (2023) .
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ARG, S PATEMM R, T AZRRERYE, &2
— TR EGA R BLUCER A, BRI R ERB) IR T E — & B
AE. fEff L, BAKIK, A KEE S VYRE TR R fE Bl ok, 7k
REFEIBCA SRS, LEARE/RERMIR 7 5 JR U i Al R DU R T
KBS T PR O BE R R AR E RS U A I G R e T f (BT,
BT EECR . MR T BB sk EED, AR, A REE S A
(1) , RFEFEEEER T EE), ©h— e fEHmR, e
A TIAIRE e, Sellimm$a — oA EERIVSEIREER, & il ieE
WF, EREAEARELT], B [EIREGEGEITRG ) ISR EEE) /)
ZAMFFREEE (Martin 1987:16) , 5 SEiEi I AYEG R 7E B e, A Lehl
ol Bk R, (F Ry — TR SOARRIRE RS, Ml GEiR s BR e g
BRERE R RIS EREEML CERE. HEUK) |, ERERRIT S E
HIEREEL AR R,

B FTEYERTFRAEREE
(#5 © Trine Brox R BFAISHR » 202356H )

AR R SRS =« m= (B : khor lo/) B RilnoiE, svasx (8
M : chos ’khor/) ERyiXim, T «par= (B : ma Ni 'khor lo/) E IS,
FEOCHE Ry TERSE ) B NER R 28 B =ERRRE S TIEE, BIZEREE
By, R, EHI=FEEE, JESCMEE Fyprayer wheel, Ry P47 BRI



X, AVEERE, RyEEREEEEEIR, KEREIER, meZii
() & —EHEIT R EESOR, HIBEERS RS, AR R TE
{bo&E, MERDITE, fﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬂﬂi@ﬁ'ﬂ%i %—%ﬁbﬁﬂ%&n Ry e B H R
B BRI —ERE, FrEcEER e —EEE R IEE e
gfi) (sacred syllables) , Hﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ@m@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%mf??ﬁ%m : IEEIRREN LK
M (3£ : orh mani padme htih ; Ji 3 : &=3=54) ; B : oM ma Ni pad+me
hU~M'/) , TECGESREY, ZIUERSEENEE, ibS Ry s (B
spyan ras gzigs/) , MELERCHHEYAvalokitesvaraf1EESCHRRYER TH 550, @
B, EHRCEE R, FREEETEE TR BRME |, SE SRR A R
—HEEATITE, WIS ERRE R, TF R THH 5380 (everyday
religions) (Ammerman 2007) HY—#57, FHRAEERERE RS R AT

i, ATEERES EAS R ARSI E T, s Bem AL R Y
fEH, R ARSI, £ = AVEIZERIGA T, EREEZFEAT
BORTT, MMREEN HERE BT, SUREMEREITEARS, I HEHT
oAt A AT REAE AR ERRY TR, °

AR R e, A IREAEE . BHEMLLURE ). AR

EFRESERTREIRIVBER], BIFTEdir e TEHSE, Bl E e LAEmT
R RIE M 2B, R R RE S AR LB R EE T, f
A, PEHERE P B i Bl 108 s A A I (HBRERD)  (EISC © ~weags) 5 B
F : bka' ‘gyur/) , DIR225BMIEERENY (FIEREE)  (GEC @ syags) ; BUF]
bstan ‘gyur/) , iELE{EHE b TR EALIREE fhE ST B BERYSOR, 3 LURMEE
*m%fﬂ%ﬁ{—flﬁlztﬂ W5, CAHEEEREMHEE raigrare e A RGHE
FIASRITTRE, FEERAIASEEINY TBuddhist Microfilm | Z3H], {5 HES AR
FERITHAIE Fr e, ARE#E610a R, 15541,728,000:MHT THEMNEY PRI
FeEEEEL, AN, BAECAHARAAKGRE. B R B ) R IR R &

7 EERECh, TR ZRFCRESER IS TR R AR BRI Bk, [ B
FEME TP IR ERR, ARIRCCH &L, FURRHIRSHE.
8 FEMEP R ER GBI TAVTIA, RMartin (1987) MlLadner (2000)
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Hrh—sEE3 i MERE H BN, RO SE. HEEIMEUiEE. KE
= RV, SPARESI STl @R e R SR R EEny TS ) .
i SRR R ZCon i P e 0 P st i 1 T (B SRl B A e T A 13, ek
e, xR, BXGUETFPERIERSR, — e bR banIE
FIEARSEE, A DUE Y B T R B R A o R, SRR R RS
JFAE Twitter B S5t A2 BERS_F3 MR B P LD TERTEREE

TRl FAME R 1R, B ERE EEHTEE, s T
M, 15, BEHSERYES/ NTEE, B i e, MRy
el T, IR e (AT RS, RS THE S — AR
& By R e THERE aERET, P E R, WAl
KAETTHY RPN ) o AN, EHSEDERIE LI EEir P =0, #83C
BCRBHIA RS B A SR, R T e SO TIRE,

Hl, ERBER, SR AR, DUREIE. JeinmiilGE ey
TR EERBE S A R AR AL, RS 1 RZ BRI —25 3% fe, 1E
WEBE TS AAEE R EIFFEERET (Williams-Oerberg and Brox
2020) . (EREEANRBRITEEEITTAE, EPAERCHE . Wemcte & e
MR ER B EBETH TR, (HEMER il nf e NEas A &
MHEESCAR, (B H A A RN B E S s IR TR, ke, ISR A Rl
RS MER BN BB ZEYS, ARG HEFECUbrE AL
HUSGAT. MERET S =G, WS, PhENIREk, WEEEEHEHNEH
1T, EEMErTRER ERG EBZ R, ABEENIIERBA T, fEEtk
S, FESAEEWETR, B il e, e SR EECrE. 8
T 2 DHRERYE RLBE S 2 b B T H ARy B g 2, BOR) T BB R E
IHE SR, AJDGER, ELeriss— T 1 i 8O by Bk E R,
[FIFRG (38 T RIS SR BT R IE FH B e B RE 3 09 FERE (Jerryson 2020) , 4l
R ARG L, SRR ZSAISUEA R (Williams-Oerberg and Brox
2020) ., EMREEAIIVE RO TS, DUCE MR AR i 2 5
rETEa, BB B EmnIE ke,
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FEGREE, ERMHB RS AR, B, SmeEd-E. “AeR N
PRI R, bR T E RS AR 0, SR iaEs, BEASth
RS TE BT B RIS 13RI S
HEZER, Wi, FREITILR, SRR b RERTE
G, FEEFAHERS, R R - — M2 n] DA E
Lo BEHPRAVE AL/ NR T, AR NSNS EEE, BREA ([E2) .
B E A AR R E R R B, ERUL R, SR R
EE R RS, B SEREAZIERENE AR EE T E R
— VfEHATh, “HIFFREHEOE, B ERPE IR, Bk
BREFERAMATERGR, HEREEIT#EES, KA fBREREZN
HIMERF G, FHELZ S, RS — G A BLAAET T, AT o St R
e MRS yal it W@ S L AT e R N EL L g

B2 SRR FEIA AR
($3% © Trine BroxREFARISHR - 20235F6H )

9 EREEERIEE A, 52 A JTam dbyangs skyabs (2023)
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BIRFTE P e —(E B, R B EnF B Re B ERE & K ey, (H3M
iR, SS—MESHEAHRANY BB EASE] rigm, KRB EEEHR LT
A RTFRESRTEE ek GELUREER)  (Brox 2025) . BERETHIAIZRAI
Pelstiirs], $Rmstie, TEMOlEE TR, 16 N0, MK TE A TR
BRI R RE AL — I B SR |, AMIBE RSN, DURGETRA (R
ZYRRIGFEN) N ERERERERN R, MTBRRE, —SER
W ATEE, REERER LT TR, G2 T, KMk wiares
yEpE B FRE(EE,

AFEREE—L B, FE, DOFE AR B R e A — R RS R R R A P
TR EE SR AR BB, FiEE ) iR B B A e A B RE AR .
TR B R AMELEY I A SUAH S B S B B, EIEYE SRS
Crispin Paine (2014) feHiRY MEEY)REIE ]  (mobility of sacred objects) 7347
MEZE, PainedBif 5V B ES s Bl AN Flit & R fridhs, Hmge e fkE
FEN, HRTTREMETTSEREY (waste) . EREEIASRIRFAVERE, K
B HZA AR, SREEREENYNARRIEGIEE, METNER,
;i B BT EF A AITEIE R R AR, BB FEE R E
AERE - EEOI A Fr B RTIRY, A A PTREMEE I Ry EDhRER M, R R RE
HRFREmEREE S UEEE, HEEZIEGHIE TREYTE]  (waste
study) TREHY [HARRREE Ryt GBI RBA S HIES | < LamES (Reno 2018;
Thompson 1979) . ARift5ea s, EEEREYIKEEE MR, BT R e
EEMERIVR AR RRE S, MO ER Ry TR EEY))  (sacred waste)
HIRFSCHIE (Stengs 2014)

KRB AL AFESE S Irene StengsHYaiti%, [HEEREREY)) fEWPANEE .
B AR R IRE A AR R IRERY), (EBE R AR R OR A R RS T A R AL
StengsHIMFFEZ B0 & RSB SO 3. BT AdEiaR 1Ry (G RRASD #9,
FRE TR B E Y BIRRE ERF S EEYE R, AlRFHRERHCETE, HRkE
TR EAE R EE MRS, U AN AT BOEIIEE, A SRR T
MLERE, FESE EE AR T EERUK AR 520, B AR S B



RS E AR, s [REMEES ARERSFE (RRE 19%) , e
SR B TV ST PR B RO BEE, EE BRI B, RImFREE Tl
BIHGEITEIURE ] (Stengs 2014: 235) , EA8H] RUAIRGEE R LR
FREPRARAYMEE L, ARE R R RS AL, AR, PRI AR R AU
HEITHRE (2 HBrox 2022b; Myrvold 2010; Triplett 2017) , 4R, WIEFTEFE
BEREY e SR RTE B S i r R, e R EER
P EEATUERG S, BRI YIRS A EE RIS TSR (Paine 2013; B
B 2006) o FEILSCEUAH SRS R R, 5 ELi R B L S,
B FRERTHTEETE O EEUR R, N OORRERAIRE, INTER A B R R Y
FHEFEEE, Bae LI amTraR B B P L & R B S A LA S

=, ZHBISEL

(—) $if# (Lhasa)

R REAAVR A i R DBt A, SEIavEERY3,6502K,, 38 R Ik i DAL A&
AR R SRR R S LR R, B AT LS B s, £7
FEBEE £86.78 B &4 H AL, Hr170.16% By i, '8 M ik A FHERR
L, B MR AR B PR R B LA LA 2 3, 20234 - FipE kB
B H37608 AR, HipErIEnE R S num G Ak, ARt
R ERERNY 2R Y, BV MER TR T, g A ST
AR —E 57, BRIGRE, KT L@ A EE DOKESF SR = R
DHERGE i, MRS E, DN TES,

PR N EERE . —EAEE, SR ER ; —E
/INTIERAEE, fHEA K R PRI £, BEAR B R AR, (H5EH Ry
HMEE R R AR R <8R TR SE, 1/ YA ERa BGEry =,
B BEETHERQRTF T8, mBIRE, T TEREZ B,
REZCWFFE, W15, REWHL, BN S S =B 8 7

11 CSEEEEADRFEHEE R BRKE B R ERE GEREEFEL L) BAD, &R
B € STV SR vt/ N e
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This article examines the essential role of technology in religious
practice, challenging the typical distinction between religion and technology
as separate domains. Here, technology is understood as a broad, dynamic
category encompassing a range of tools, knowledge, and objects—from
simple, everyday instruments to highly complex devices like robots and
space shuttles. By defining technology inclusively, this article aims to
show how religious practices rely on tools in ways that are not always
recognized within conventional notions of technology. The article focuses
on a technology prominent within the Tibetan cultural sphere: the prayer
wheel. A prayer wheel is a composite device consisting of both sacred and
ordinary components, which together enable the rotation of sacred texts.
Defining the prayer wheel as a form of technology allows us to highlight
how religious practice depends on various tools, and to challenge the idea
that technology is limited to advanced devices. The prayer wheel, in this
case, is a simple mechanism whose main purpose is to automate a repetitive
action—specifically, rotation. By defining technology as any device that
performs a mechanical action to produce a specific outcome (in this case,

merit, blessings, and good fortune), the article argues that technologies used



in religious practices, like the prayer wheel, are not just tools for mediating
sacred experiences but are also means of producing religious efficacy. In
Tibetan Buddhist practice, this efficacy is believed to accumulate and even
store within one specific component of the prayer wheel: the wear pad. This
pad, which becomes polished and worn through continuous use, embodies
what the article terms “efficacious technology” The wear pad’s ability to
accumulate religious potency through repeated, mechanical contact with
the prayer wheel drum exemplifies how certain technologies are seen as
effective in a religious context, beyond mere mediation. The article first
traces the historical origins of this technology, beginning with a Chinese
predecessor that involved a rotating bookcase holding sacred texts. This
historical perspective sets the stage for understanding the prayer wheel as a
simple yet profound device that has been invested with sacred significance.
Following this, the article deconstructs the components of the prayer wheel
to reveal how its apparently simple technology achieves a profound impact
in the eyes of practitioners, as it continuously generates merit through
mechanized action. The ethnographic portion of this study is based on
fieldwork involving observations and conversations with Tibetan Buddhists
in Lhasa, Kathmandu, and Dharamsala. These ethnographic encounters
focus on the wear pad, a small but essential component of the prayer wheel.
As the drum of the prayer wheel rotates against the wear pad, the pad is
gradually polished to the point of becoming non-functional in terms of
supporting rotation. Observations and interviews in Tibetan communities
reveal that, when wear pads reach this state of disuse, they are not simply
discarded; instead, they are seen as having absorbed the sacredness of the
prayer wheel’s practice and thus take on a new trajectory as independent,
sacred objects. The article explores how these worn-down wear pads can
have diverse afterlives. Some Tibetans believe that the wear pads have been
blessed through continuous use in prayer wheel practice. Consequently,
these individuals may recycle, repurpose, upcycle, store, cremate, or even
bury these pads. This is notable because the wear pads, which have no
inherent sacredness before use, are transformed into sacred objects through
their involvement in religious practice. This transformation highlights the
role of the prayer wheel not just as a mediator of belief but as a producer
of sacred value. The ethnographic accounts from Lhasa, Kathmandu, and
Dharamsala emphasize that these seemingly mundane and insignificant
wear pads hold a central role in prayer wheel practice, as they are perceived
to absorb the sacred essence of the prayer wheel’s scroll through continuous
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contact. What may initially appear to be an unremarkable object is, in fact, a
key component of religious technology, accumulating sacred value through
the simple, repetitive action of rotation. This process illustrates a unique
form of technological efficacy in which a basic mechanical action produces
more than just physical movement; it generates spiritual merit and blessings.
In conclusion, this case study challenges the limited understanding of
technology as strictly material or functional, proposing instead that
practitioners use religious technologies like the prayer wheel to carry the

capacity to create, accumulate, and even store sacred power over time.

Keywords: prayer wheel, wear pad, Lhasa, Kathmandu, Dharamshala
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