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Taking a comprehensive view of recent political developments in the
Philippines, it is evident that communication and mass media played a
crucial role in facilitating and shaping social movements. However, despite
the pivotal roles played by radio and mobile phones during the People
Power Revolutions of 1986 and 2001, grassroots organizers have maintained
a cautious stance towards the increasing ubiquity of social media in the
everyday lives of Filipinos. They argue that digital activism has not truly
replaced traditional forms of grassroots mobilization. Furthermore,
they assert that social media platforms have been infiltrated by state-
sponsored violence, serving as a substantial channel for the dissemination
of disinformation and the vilification of activists. This paper presents a
digital ethnography that explores the interplay of digital practices among
Filipino youth activists during the COVID-19 pandemic. It focuses on their
collective mobilization efforts, which facilitated connections between local
and diasporic communities, within the historical and political context of
the Philippines. The primary objective of this research is to elucidate the
underlying reasons for their hesitancy towards embracing digital activism,
given its evident potential. The study’s approach extends to exploring
the shifting boundaries between online and offline realms, as well as
the dynamic interplay between local and global dynamics. Within this
context, this paper attempts to present a posthuman political perspective
that has arisen in response to the impact of digital practices and activism.
It highlights the possibility of a significant change in the field of political



participation, which goes beyond traditional human-centered politics.
Additionally, it seeks to offer the new horizons that political anthropologists
can explore through the study of digital ethnography, which involves the
examination of the intricate relationships formed between humans, digital
devices, and virtual networks.

This research sheds lights on the conditions created by digital devices,
social media, and the collaborative efforts of the Filipino people. The
aforementioned conditions have given rise to distinct action strategies
that reflect the contemporary digital practices and activism within and
beyond the Philippines. The study underscores that digital ethnography,
as a research methodology, should view online and offline actions as
integrated components, so that researchers are able to understand the
logic and distinctions behind individuals’ choices to manifest or conceal
themselves within social media. On the other hand, this paper emphasizes
the need to acknowledge and analyze the roles of non-human entities and
individuals who continually traverse national boundaries. These actors,
who might not be traditionally considered as participants in the broader
socio-political landscape, nevertheless wield significant influence within
the context of digital activism. This expanded perspective underscores the
complexities of the digital age, where non-human agents, such as algorithms
and automated bots, can shape and manipulate public discourse, further
emphasizing the need for a holistic understanding of contemporary political
dynamics. In conclusion, this paper presents a multi-faceted exploration
of the contemporary political landscape in the Philippines, focusing
on the evolving role of digital activism, its relationship with traditional
grassroots mobilization, and the impact of state-sponsored disinformation.
It underscores the transformative potential of digital ethnography in
unraveling the complex interplay between digital and physical realms and
the dynamics of posthuman politics. This comprehensive analysis seeks
to contribute to the broader discourse on the intersection of technology,

society, and political activism in the digital age.
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