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Among the numerous forms of worlding that comparative
anthropology has identified, two of them, analogism and animism, show an
interesting set of similarities and differences although they are predicated
upon very different ontological premises. Analogism refers to a fragmented
world made up of a multiplicity of components that must be held together
through networks of correspondences, while animism presupposes a world
composed of self-reflexive and sentient human and non-human beings who
differ from one another by their bodily dispositions, not by their moral and
subjective capacities. However, in certain parts of the world—Southeast
Asia, Northwest Amazonia, and Northern Central Asia—we find a blending

of these features, and this will be the subject of this lecture.
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