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Dr. Ling, Shun-sheng (Ling, Chun-sheng) of the
Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica and the
Institutionalization of Anthropology in Taiwan

Ho Ts'ui-p’'ing
Associate Research Fellow (retired),
Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

This essay explores the biography of Dr. Ling, Chun-sheng, focusing on
his family, colorful talent, and personal achievements before and after 1949,
with particular emphasis on his time at the Institute of Ethnology, Academia
Sinica. It highlights the significant roles played by two women in his life: his
mother, Madame Yue, and his wife, Shi Zhe, whose contributions were crucial
to his success. Beginning in 1926, Dr. Ling studied at the Institut deethnologie,
University of Paris, under the guidance of Marcel Mauss, Marcel Granet, and
Paul Rivet, earning his doctorate in 1929. This period, referred to by Dai Li-
juan (2006) as “the museum age of French anthropology,” was formative for
Dr. Ling. After returning from France, he joined the ethnology, archaeology,
and anthropology team established by Academia Sinica’s founding father,
Cai Yuan-pei, along with archaeologist Li Ji (Li Chi) and historian Fu Si-nian
(Fu Ssu-nian). Dr. Ling began his career conducting ethnographic surveys
along the Chinese borderlands. These ethnographic surveys wer preceded
by research on ancient Chinese cultures using an ethnological approach that
reflected the influence of Mauss and Granet.

Dr. Ling’s later work led to the founding of the Institute of Ethnology
at Academia Sinica in 1955, marking the beginning of anthropology’s
institutionalization as an academic discipline in Taiwan. The establishment
of this Institute not only realized Cai Yuan-pei’s vision of ethnology and a
Chinese ethnological museum but also embodied Dr. Ling’s commitment to
achieving epistemological clarity in ethnology, distinguishing it from history.
His anthropological research is particularly evident in the series “Ancient China

79

3B - bl

]
i

]
1



80

g4 ASojodoriuy Jo [euIno( uemrey,

and Circum-Pacific Cultures,” which integrates archaeology, history, museum
studies, folklore, and cultural anthropology. Dr. Ling’s ethnographic surveys
before 1949 in China and his work among Indigenous peoples in Taiwan
afterward remain a valuable legacy for contemporary and future anthropology.

In addition to Dr. Ling’s own publications and his extensive correspondence
with C. K. Chang, this essay draws from four primary sources. First, it includes
a substantial collection of official documents from the Institute of History and
Philology at Academia Sinica, the Institute of Ethnology at Academia Sinica,
and the Hu Shi Archives. Second, it utilizes Dr. Ling’s official correspondence
with his fieldwork research teams, including exchanges with other scholars.
This correspondence is now digitized in databases. Third, it incorporates
interviews with Dr. Ling’s former students and associates regarding fieldwork
and museum collections. Fourth, it relies on interviews with Dr. Ling’s
daughter, Ling, Manli (Ms. Mary Ling Chen). The overall picture emerging
from these sources depicts Dr. Ling as reserved yet pragmatic and cautious in
his actions, while also being passionate, creative, and notably persistent in his
efforts to establish ethnology as an independent discipline from the Institute
of History and Philology. Together with his contemporaries, Dr. Ling laid the
institutional and intellectual groundwork for subsequent developments in
anthropology and ethnology both in Taiwan and globally.
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