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A MEASUREMENT OF CHINA LITERARY CREATIVETY
You-yuh Kuo*

The present study was an attempt to measure Chinese literary creati-
vity in terms of clustering of 1iterai:y genius to see which pério’ds
or dynasties .marked the growth or decline of literary -genius. War-
peace characteristics associated with the periods were also examined.
Names of ‘subjects ‘were obtained from four history books on Chinese

literature.. The Chinese Creator Rating Scale was employed to rate the

subjects in terms of the four criterion variables: creativity, influence,
versatility, and skill. Raw - scores were transformed into T-scores.
The range of scores was divided into first, second, and third clasges,
using #1.00 5D as cutting points. ~Growth periods were assessed in terms
of continuous appearance of first rated geniuses. Most of the growth
periods were characterized by prosperity, ‘or political stability. Se-
veral geniuses who lived during the chaotic periods also enjoyed pro-
" sperous years of their own. This research failed to find the mean &if-
ferences among dynasties on the criterion variables, indicating that

dynasty could not be used to compare literary creativity.

Since the eminent anthropologist Kroeber published his book, Con-
figurations of Cultural Growth{1944), oﬁly a few researches follcowed
up his study dealing with the growth and decline of génius. All
of the related studies(Sorokin, 1951; Gray, 1958, 1961, 19'66; Simon-

ton, 1984) dealt with the major western civilizations. The Chinese
portion in Kroeber's book has not been followed bj similar studies
by Chinese scholars. He collected only 90 names of Chinese literary"
geniuses throughout approximately 3,000 years of Chinese history
of literature from secondary séufces‘ such -as the' h.istor'y of Chinesé
literature written By western historians. Such a short list should

represent the most eminent Chinese literary men and women. Yet two

of the Kroeber's names in literature, Shun Tac and Hsian Hsieu were -

simply noted for their association with eminent poets. They did
not leéave us any of their writings. On the other hand, there are
about 6,800 poets, novelists, and dramatists listed in Who's Who
in Ghinege Literature{Tan, 1978). One half of one percent of them

* Professor of the Ball State University
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