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Cultural creative products in Taiwan: the
deity figurines

Hsun CHANG

Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

Abstract

This paper analyzes the relationship between man and object with the anthropolo-
gical theory of “body” and “object”. One of the cultural creative products in recent
Taiwan is the deity figurines which attract young people to buy and collect. By
comparing different material, such as wood, mud, pottery, porcelain, copper or stone,
used by traditional craftsmen to make religious statues, recent deity figurines are
made of vinyl and plastic. New material has made deity figurines portable and more
individualistic. Religion was secularized and commercialized, but at the same time,

merchandise is sacralized.
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