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COMPLEMENTARY AND HIERARCHICAL
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN TWO FORMS OF
TRADITIONAL AMI SOCIAL ORGANIZATION::---.
A Symbolic Perspective Based on an Analysis of the
Annual Rituals of Iwan Village

(ABSTRACT)

Shiun-wey Huang

The Ami, one of the Taiwan aborigine groups, have developed distinc-
tive forms of social organization in settlement patterns, age organizations,
clans, lineages, and families. The organizational principles and. social func-
tions of each of these levels of organization have been the subject of several
studies. But these studies have ignored how these various levels interrelate.
Past studies have found two key principles in the varied forms of Ami social
organization: locality and kinship. In brief, all the adult males in a tradi-
tional Ami settlement were organized in an age grade system, according to
which the government of that community was structured. Age organization
is, therefore, the best example of the locality principle. Families, which were
usually headed by a female member, formed the basic unit of the kinship
organization. The age organization and the family, therefore, represent the
locality and kinship principles, respectively. This study focuses on the rela-
tionships between these two groups or principles.

Around 1865 A.D., a group of Ami founded the settlement of Iwan, in
Taitung county in the eastern part of Taiwan. The present study first recon-
structs the annual rituals celebrated in traditional Iwan village. A structur-
alistic analysis of these rituals reveals the operation of two symbolic clusters,
namely, male-fish-age organization and female-millet-family. In other words,

three complementary dyads make up these clusters : male . female : : fish :
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millet ; : age organization : family. Analyzed in this way, previously in-
explicable features of Ami taboos, pollution concepts, and other aspects of
Ami annual rituals become comprehensible. An analysis of the annual rituals
also demonstrates the relationship between these two symbolic clusters is
structured according to the principles of complementary and hierarchy. The
author argues that the complementary relationship between the two symbolic
clusters in the annual rituals corresponds to the cooperative relation between
age organization (or the locality principle) and family (or the kinship
principle) in the traditional Ami social life. Moreover, the hierarchical rela-
tionship between the two symbolic clusters in the annual rituals places age
organization in a position higher than the family and consequently, legiti-

mates the dominant role of age organization in the traditional Ami society.



