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Twenty-odd representative ethnological or ethnographical monographs about
Taiwan aborigines published by Japanese scholars are listed in Table I, and in
Table II the time span of each author’s academic work is shown.

In the incipient stage of Japanese domination, anthropological investigations of
Taiwan aborigines were mainly conducted by the members of the Anthropological
Society of Tokyo, under the auspices of the Department of Anthropology, Tokyo
University. They adopted the broad-sense anthropological method —ranging from
physical measurement to linguistic research —and their field reports usually appeared
in the Journal of the Society.

The Special Commission for Inquiry on the Olden Customs of Taiwan was
founded in 1901. In the years 1909-1919 the Commission made survey concerning the
aboriginal customs. Sixteen volumes of Survey Reports were published (1913-1921),
together with eight volumes of Studies based on them.

With the establishment of the Institute of Ethnology in the Taihoku Imperial
University in 1928, an academic research center for primitive society was stationed
in Taiwan for the first time, Scholars devoted to the study of native culture were
not limited to the members of the Institute but came from many other disciplines,
e.g. sociology, agriculture, natural science, technology, medicine and so on. They
reinforced the academic circle and intensified the specialization of the studies. Most
important academic achievements were accomplished in this stage.

During the Japanese period many ethnographical monographs were published.
The completion of an Illustrated Ethnography of the Yami Tribe is worthy of
special mention. Their contributions to the classification of Taiwan aborigines are
also remarkable, although some differences of opinion still remain among the speci-
alists. Their activity in the collection and exhibition of ethnological specimens was
also fruitful. Two valuable collections were established, one in the Museum of the
Government-General, one in the Taihoku University. Also, the Japanese government
issued many publications, which are still of great importance today, e.g. Census of
the Aboriginal Population, published annually from 1913 to 1943, Survey Report on
Taiwan Aborigines from 1936-1939.



