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Let a connubium with bilateral cross-cousin marriage consist of » unilineal descent
groups or hordes. In the most natural type of such a connubium, the successive
generations in each patriline, and also in each matriline, form a p-generation cycle,
if p is even, and the total number of segments in the connubium is p*. If the descent
group is patrilineal, with a g-generation cycle, with g¢=p, the total numbef of
segments is pq, and the successive matri-generations form an r-cycle, where 7 is
the l.c.m. of » and ¢; and analogously for matrilineal descent groups. Here the
group-theoretic relations are:

1 p=2n: m*=f"=(mf)*=
2. p=2n: mi=fr=(mf)i=1

But if p is odd, with p=2x-+1, the pa-trigenerations form a cycle of length
2n(n+1); and the matrigenerations form a cycle of length #(2x+4+1) for right-
circulation (fi) and a cycle of length (n+1) (2z+1) for left-circulation (f2). Here
the group-theoretic relations are

3. p:2n+1: m2n(n+1):fln(2n+1):__fz(n+l)(2n+1):(mf>2:

In particular, for the Kariera, Ambrym and Arunta systems, we have ¢g=2
(altérnating-generations principle) with »=2, 3, 4 respectively, so that the group-
theoretic relations are

4., g=2: mi*=fP=(mf)*=1



