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After the archaeological site Anyang Yin Xu, China, became a World
Heritage Site in 2006, changes occurred quickly in the surrounding villages
without much in the way of preparation. Xiaotun village became well
known after the discovery of Shang-period oracle bone inscriptions there
in the late 19th century. This fame contributed to the decision to retain
the village as part of the on-going construction of the Yin Xu National
Archaeological Park by local authorities. Transforming an everyday living
place into a national archaeological park has both national significance and
global value, and all these spaces speak to the juxtaposition of different
temporalities. This transition (i.e., from ruins to heritage site) results in the
competition of temporalities in a given space containing historical values
that are defined by the nation as well as being a site of memory for living
inhabitants. The aim of state-led nationalism in China has been to bring
‘civilization’ and progress, but local villagers who have been displaced (e.g.
Huayuanzhuang villagers) or who are fighting to remain in their homes
(e.g. Xiaotun villagers) view the project negatively. Part of the reason for
the villagers’ dismay is the failure of tourism to bring economic prosperity.
The competing sources of memory and identity have resulted in several
parallel scales of failed adjustment—from central state and municipal
governments to local farmers-to brand Anyang as tourist destination.

Drawing on ethnographic research, this paper investigates the life
experience of Xiaotun villagers in the post-World Heritage era and the

social impact of processes of heritage branding. I pay special attention to
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the social impacts of the state-imposed projects of heritage branding and
to local memories of place. I was surprised to find that the local villagers
had complex feelings toward the museum, site and place. How do the local
people understand the UNESCO concept of a national heritage site? How
is nationalism imposed upon the local people and in what ways do they
understand, interpret or resist national discourse? This account is the first
to document the rapid changes in local village life near the Anyang Yin
Xu archaeological site following its elevation to World Heritage status in
2006. This paper intends to share elements of cultural memory among
the villagers, as well as to explore the top-down imposition of nationalism
juxtaposed with local modes of resistance, interactions with national
history and understandings of the UNESCO concept of a World Heritage
site. The paper describes how the official desire to project a civilized
image to the outside world is played out in the transformation of people’s
everyday lives. This research highlights clashes that have arisen in the
process of making Yin Xu National Archaeological Park out of an idealized
vision of national space. This clash is evident in the open conflict between
local villagers” lack of interest in the national project and the failure of
this particular facet of the national project to deliver sustainable heritage

development.
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