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Roaming Among the Cold Mountains:

The Impact of the Central Reign’s Frontier Policies on the Migration and
Distribution of the Flower Lisu, Southwest Yunnan, China (1735-1911)
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From 1735 to 1850, facing the extended control of Qing dynasty into
the southwestern frontier, the Flower Lisu made themselves the Qing’s
“ruled resources” rather than the target of imperial force. Furthermore,
after the mid-nineteenth century (1850-1911), when the Qing’s inability
to sustain its rule in the periphery and the arrival of the Western colonial
powers increasingly accentuated the “multinational frontier” aspect of
Southwest Yunnan, the Flower Lisu were still able to maneuver their
way in the political and economic systems by choosing the most suitable
“ruler” for themselves. Based on historical documents, this paper
attempts to delineate how the Flower Lisu became part of the empire
as the Qing borderland ethnic policy changed over time. In addition,
the oral history obtained by field work provides a complementary emic
perspective regarding the way of Flower Lisu are constructing their own
historical memory of being part of the Qing’s “ruled resources.” Finally, the
discussion further extends to how the Flower Lisu’s migration to Burma’s
Kachin State, Shan State, and Northern Thailand is closely related to their
choice of being part of the Qing’s force.
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