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An Anthropological Discourse Analysis
of “Vuruns and Kamavanans” in Paiwan
Language:

A Case Study on Ino Kanori’s Investigation Reports (1900-1910)

Ruo-wen Li
Department of History, National Chung Cheng University
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When Inoé kanori arrived in Taiwan, scientific classification of
biological lifes did not exist. Flora and fauna surveys had also just started.
Ino identified snake types without the help of naturalists, so he mistaken
classified “varuns or kamavanans” in Paiwanese as the “pointed-scaled
pitvipers” (SEZHAE) .

Paiwanese people regard hundred-pace vipers (viruns or kamavanans)
as their guardian spirit, so why do we need to explore Ind’s erroneous
interpretation? Causes of Ind’s mistake are multiple: different systems of
classification of biological life during the Japanese colonial period in Taiwan,
language translation problems, and different anthropological theories.

This paper first reviews Ind’s investigation reports to deliberate
causes of his mistaking “viruns or kamavanans” for “pointed-scaled
pitvipers’, and secondly, discusses the problem about Paiwan language for
naming snakes which was recorded in Roman alphabet. Finally, this paper
analyzes Ind’s concept about “venomous snakes” In6 could be credited for

making important contributions, but his reports also created problems.
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